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2014 Steve Taylor Award
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The 2014 Steve Taylor Award went to Carole Blaquiere and Chris KuntZor their outstanding leader-

ship and organization (combined leading/sweep) of the 10 Challenge hikes this year. Congratulations

Carole and Chris!!
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The 6 people who reported completing at least 40 km of the- *, y
Voyageur Trail between Aug. 24, 2013 and Aug. 24, 2014
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The VTA completed its yearlong celebration of its 48 year in rior, which was eye opening to say the least. There are over 70
existence. Over the past year we have had many hikes and trail groups that develop and maintain trail along the rocky
activities to encourage people to use the trail. Our goal was toshores of Superior! There was much discussion on the pro-
revitalize the association and to promote the trail. In this mat- posed Group of Seven Trail which would wind its way from

ter, | think we have partially succeeded. There is interest alongMarathon to Neys Provincial park. This would be 30km of

the shores of Superior to renew existing trails and to create new trail along some of the most spectacular scenery around.

new trails. As these projects are put into place, we standto On | ooki ng back, itds been qujf

have a world class trail to attract hikers from all over the globewe can accomplish as much in the upcoming year. Thanks to
Chris and | have tried to hike as much of the trail as we could g of you volunteers that have made this happen.

over the year. We began in Elliot Lake and slowly are making
our way to Sault Ste. Marie. Along the way we have met
many of the wonderful people who are quietly maintaining the
trail or promoting it. There are many, many hidden gems
along the path, although Chris wants to change the name of
our hikes from Challenge Hikes to 0a sunn wal k. i t h
woodsé6. Rest assured we wil |Her%_ege_tr§%e3vlprpp% Phojtes F"{d fhose rgeeiying BO”Wrﬁ‘tﬁeo m
years. _mentlon in he VTA _ Oth anniversary photo contest. Wln ers

in each section received an 11"x14" gallesyrapped print

One of the reasons that we led these hikes was to promote th&Photo of their choice), and the overall winner also received a
40" anniversary of the Voyageur Trail. Other events included ¢OPY Of the latest edition (4.1) Voyageur Hiking Trail Guide-
the 40 km challenge and the photo contest. Six people book and a 3year VTA family membership.

achieved the 40km challenge (see newsletter cover); one, Pat-

rick Capper, did it in 4 days! Steve will be contacting those EAST . ) )

folks. The photo contest generated many fantastic pictures an/inner Todd Black Iron Bridge Trail Section OVERALL

I am happy that Joanie and GanMcGuffin agreed to judge WINNER . . .
them, because | could not have picked one over the others! Honourable Mention Dieter Ropke Near the Thessalon River

(See next section for a list of the winners and%péges fill photo Honourable Mention Todd Black Rock Lake Overlook
spread of the winning phptos

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

CENTRAL

Other achievements over the past year include the develop- Winner Dieter Ropke Red Rock Trail
ment of new trail loops both in Rossport and in Pic River, as Honourable Mention Todd Black Carpin Beach Road
well as a group in Marathon that has been working on an area”\ccess Point ) _
west of the Little Pic River. A new reroute is in the making ~ Honourable Mention Dieter Ropke Red Rock Trail
between Elliot Lake and Blind River, and another one has
been completed just outside of Sault Ste. Marie. The KinghornVEST
Trail project continues to move ahead and of course MarathonVinner Sheri Minardi Near the Pictographs
is forging ahead with a planned Group of Seven trail all the ~Honourable Mention Nicole Dube Halfway Lake,
way to Neys Provinical Park. Pukaskwa

Honourable Mention Sheri Minardi On the Pictograph Trail
At the association level, the new edition (4.1) of the guidebook
has been completed and is in circulation, and we have com-
pleted the Risk Management Plan. We have decided to partner
with Backroads Maps instead of trying to sell GPS maps.

Backroads has the capacity to stay on top of technology. | a\\ ine

believe that the new edition of the Backroad Maps for our 510 see

region will have the updated trail information. For the next L pages s\

year, | plan to work on a new strategic plan. A committee is n ck ou . p\’\O"o ’

slowly coming together, and we will hopefully have some help \N'\N'\\“ - and Gay

from the OTC (Ontario Trails Council). an organization that 306“‘9 a e\.{\se

we have recently joined. The trail information will be updated aga'\(\ 10 ,‘\,\e'\( exp

on the OTC website soon. Thaﬂ\(‘-::’ fof s\ )
G\'\“\n = \(8)

The 2014 AGM was hosted by Marathon Economic Develop- MC ; \

ment Cooperation on October 18. The dayds agenda wi@ j am
packed with presentations and activities, including the reopen-

ing of the trail from Marathon to Heron Bay. Kirsten Spence

presented her work done on trails on the North Shore of Supe-
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Certified Hike Leader courses

RED PINE
Anyone who participated in the May 2010 Certified Hike Leader course in "m
Sault Ste. Marie please take note. If you are interested in retaining your hike =
|l eader status, dond6t forget to rene\
Since the course was held, the student manual has been reviewed and updated
and can be purchased for $10.00 from Hike Ontario or the VTA . If you want a
new manual, please indicate on the renewal form.

t ems
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The Nordwester, Coureurs de Bois as
Ontario hike leader trainers. If you want to become certified to lead hikes,
please contact your local club executive and we will try to schedule a class in
your area. The next scheduled Certified Hike Leader class for the Saulteaux
club is Saturday Feb 21. 2015.

Cetrtification Policies (Term Length and ReCertification)

1. CHL & WDHL Certification is valid for 5 years and expires on the 5th
year anniversary of the day the individual obtained their certification.

2. Hi ke Ontario may revoke an individual
individual fails to comply with Hike Ontario policies or requirements.

any

hike ontario
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3. Existing leaders must notify Hike Ontario of any change in their contact
information to maintain their good status.

4. Hike Leaders need to apply to Hike Ontario prior to their certification ex-
piring confirming that they are continuing to lead hikes and that they are a
member in good standing of a Hike Ontario member association. They
must also pay a $5.00 administration fee for gertification. TAMARACK

AWARD

5. Successful applicants will have their status extended for another 5 years 1500km
and will be sent a new wallet card with the new expiration date.
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mailto:info@hikeontario.com
http://hikeontario.com/programs/long-distance-hiker-awards/

Page 4 Voyageur Trail News

Phot o Contest Winnero6s Gallery

Here are the winning photos and those receiving honourable mention in the VTA 40th anniversary photo contest. The overall
winner was Todd Black with his photo of the Iron Bridge Trail Section. Congratulations to all!

EAST

Honourable Mention Dieter Ropke
Near the Thessalon River

. 1‘
 Honourable Mention Todd Black
Rock Lake Overlook
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Honourable Mention Todd Black Carpin Beach R
Access Point

Honourable Mention Dieter Ropke
Red Rock Trail

Honourable Mention Sheri Minardi On the Honourable Mention Nicole Dube Halfway Lake, Pukaskwa
Pictograph Trail




